
This report examines the change in per pupil operating 
revenue, levy, and aid for each Minnesota school 
district and the statewide school district total during the 
period from FY 2003 to projected FY 2015 based on 
the thirteen year revenue trends spreadsheet from the 
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE).  Data for 
FY 2013 is preliminary, while data for FY 2014 and FY 
2015 is projected based on the budget passed during 
the 2013 legislative session.  

All revenue, levy, and aid amounts throughout this 
report are presented in constant FY 2014 dollars per 
pupil [http://www.mn2020.org/issues-that-matter/fiscal-
policy/taking-the-spin-out-of-inflation-estimates ].

This report includes:

•	Graphs for each Minnesota school district showing 
the change in per pupil revenue, levy, and aid for 
each year from FY 2003 to FY 2015.

•	A table summarizing per pupil operating revenue, 
levy, and state aid for all Minnesota school districts 
for FY 2003 (the first year of the state takeover 
of general education funding), FY 2012, and FY 
2015 (the last year for which MDE projections are 
available).  

•	A statewide graph showing the change since FY 
2003 in per pupil revenue, levy, and aid for each 
year from FY 2004 to projected FY 2015.

From FY 2003 to FY 2012, total state operating aid per 
pupil received by Minnesota school districts fell from 

$10,061 to $8,248 (an 18.0% decline).  This decline 
in state aid was accompanied by an increase in per 
pupil school property tax levies from $711 to $1,677 
(a 135.9% increase) over the same period.  Because 
school property tax increases have not been sufficient 
to replace the decrease in state aid, total school district 
operating revenue per pupil fell from $10,772 in FY 2003 
to $9,926 in FY 2012 (a 7.9 percent decline).

From FY 2012 to FY 2015, total state per pupil operating 
aid to school districts is projected to increase from $8,248 
to $8,894 (a 7.8% increase), while per pupil property 
tax levies are expected to drop from $1,677 to $1,606 
(a 4.3% decline).  The projected increase in per pupil 
state aid from FY 2012 to FY 2015 is sufficient to replace 
35.7 percent of the aid reduction from FY 2003 to FY 
2012.  Net of the aid increase and levy reductions, total 
per pupil school district operating revenue is projected 
to increase from $9,926 in FY 2012 to $10,500 in FY 
2015 (a 5.8% increase).

The pattern observed in the statewide data is replicated 
in the vast majority of individual school districts.  Two-
thirds experienced declining per pupil state aid and 
total revenue from FY 2003 to FY 2012, followed by a 
projected recovery in both aids and total revenue from 
FY 2012 to FY 2015; however, the projected increases 
in aid and total revenue from FY 2012 to FY 2015 are 
not large enough to offset the losses from FY 2003 to 
FY 2012, thereby resulting in a net decline in total per 
pupil revenue and state aid over the entire thirteen year 
span.  
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Shakopee School District (#720)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Sibley East School District (#2310)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Sleepy Eye School District (#84)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

South Koochiching School District (#363)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

South St. Paul School District (#6)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

South Washington School District (#833)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Southland School District (#500)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Spring Grove School District (#297)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Spring Lake Park School District (#16)
$1,500 

$500 

$1,000 

C
h

a
n

g
e
 S

in
c
e
 F

Y
 2

0
0
3

Levy

Revenue

State Aid

$(500)

$-

C
h

a
n

g
e
 S

in
c
e
 F

Y
 2

0
0
3 State Aid

$(1,500)

$(1,000)C
h

a
n

g
e
 S

in
c
e
 F

Y
 2

0
0
3

$(2,000)
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Fiscal Year (FY)

-11.3%
change from… FY 2012 projected FY 2015 projected FY 2015

State Aid:

…FY 2003 to …FY 2012 toReal per pupil

 and revenue in constant FY 2014 dollars.

…FY 2003 to 

projected FY 2015

*Change since FY 2003 in per pupil operating levy, aid,

-18.5% 8.8%

Please see page 2 for sources and technical notes

Click here to return to district list

-11.3%
192.3%
-0.7%

State Aid:

Levy:

Revenue:

-18.5%
219.0%
-6.1%

8.8%
-8.4%
5.8%

Click here to return to district list

Minnesota 2020  --  www.mn2020.org Page 302



Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Springfield School District (#85)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Staples-Motley School District (#2170)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Stephen-Argyle Central School District (#2856)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Stewartville School District (#534)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Stillwater School District (#834)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Swanville School District (#486)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Thief River Falls School District (#564)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Tracy Area School District (#2904)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Tri-City United School District (#2905)
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Please see page 2 for sources and technical notes
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Click here to return to district list
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Tri-County School District (#2358)
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Please see page 2 for sources and technical notes

Click here to return to district list
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Triton School District (#2125)
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Please see page 2 for sources and technical notes
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Truman School District (#458)
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Please see page 2 for sources and technical notes
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Ulen-Hitterdal School District (#914)
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Change in Per Pupil Funding Since FY 2003*

Zumbrota-Mazeppa School District (#2805)
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